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286 Book Notices. 

The Break- Up of China. With an Account of its present Commerce, 

Currency, Waterways, Armies, Railways, Politics and Future 

Prospects. By Lord Charles Beresford. With Portraits and 

Maps. New York and London, Harper &° Brothers, Publishers. 

i8g 9 . 

This bulky volume is a report on a mission confided to, the 

author by the President of the Associated Chambers of Commerce, 

to obtain accurate information as to how security is to be insured 

to commercial men who may be disposed to embark their capital in 

trade enterprise in China. 

In framing his report Lord Charles has found it impossible to 
ignore conditions inseparable from the commercial question — viz., 
matters relating to international, racial and political complications. 
He says in his preface: 

Investigations on the spot have convinced me that the maintenance of the Chinese 
Empire is essential to the honor as well as the interests of the Anglo-Saxon race, and 
I hope that when the British and American people are acquainted with the facts as a 
whole, they will be similarly convinced. 

It is well with a man or with a race when self-interest and 
honour point the same way; but men sometimes deceive themselves 
in trying to read the signs of the times. What is called the Anglo- 
Saxon race may be regarded, from a sentimental point of view, as 
one and indivisible, but it is, in fact, divided against itself and it has 
divided interests. Some of these interests may be bound up with 
the maintenance of the Chinese Empire, and, if so, they are in peril. 
As for the honour of the race, that is a different matter. In what 
way does the maintenance of the Chinese Empire concern the 
honour of the American people ? Is Lord Charles Beresford quite 
sure that his countrymen are ready to look upon themselves as lost 
to name and fame if China fall ? His preface is like an echo 
of the late David Urquhart's preachments on the sacredness of the 
Turkish Empire. The British public, it may be supposed, has its 
own thoughts on the subject of the national honour. 

Lord Charles has written a book filled with useful information 
about China. He comes to the conclusion that the British mer- 
chants can hold their own, if they are supported, but that there is 
no security for them under the present Chinese Government. He 
thinks much might be done if the administration, civil, military 
and naval, were in the hands of Europeans. What would be Chinese? 
He writes around his subject, and fails to mention the one decisive 
fact in the Chinese situation — the absence of a national life. There 
is no nation in China. There is a people, industrious, sober, sub- 
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missive, ready to be organized and directed when it finds a master. 
To maintain China is to maintain a government without force, in a 
people without cohesion. 

Hawaii . . . Our New Possessions. An Account of Travels and Ad- 
venture, with Sketches of the Scenery, Customs and Manners, 
Mythology and History of Hawaii to the Present, and an Appendix 
containing the Treaty of Annexation to the United States. By 
John R. Mustek, author of the "Columbian Historical Novels." 
Illustrated with Fifty-six Pull-Page Plates, containing over One 
Hundred Half- Tone Reproductions from Photographs, with Border 
Decorations by Philip E. Flintoff and Thirty-four Pen Sketches by 
Freeland A. Carter. Also a Map of the Hawaiian Islands. 
Funk and Wagnalls Company, New York and London, iSpS. 
The illustrations seem to be the best things in this big book. 
The text is sketchy, the travels and adventures are not entertain- 
ing, the descriptions of scenery are laboured, and the history does 
not inspire confidence. The excuse for the work, as stated in the 
preface, is that no American volume on the Islands has appeared 
since the recent change in the order of things there, and that 
people in the Eastern and Middle States know comparatively little 
about the country. This is, perhaps, an overstatement of the case. 
The Hawaiian Islands have attracted a good deal of attention in 
recent years, and there is abundant information concerning them 
within the reach of all who wish to know. Some of this naturally 
reappears in Mr. Musick's pages, but he contributes much original 
matter. 

The Royal Road to Geography, with a Criticism on the Present Method 

of Teaching Geography in Primary Schools. By A. Perianayakam, 

B.A., Headmaster, C. M. High School, Srivilliputur. "No 

man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new : for he 

saith, The old is better." Madras: Printed at the S. P. C. K. 

Press, Vepery. 1898. [All Rights Reserved. ] 

Mr. Perianayakam finds that geography is badly taught and that 

the evil lies in the auxiliaries employed: the kindergarten system 

and maps. 

The division of land and water, the mouth of a river, the hill, 
the mountain and the plain, in kindergarten teaching, are repre- 
sented by a variety of arrangement with bricks, or blocks. This 
is declared to be outrageous. Just consider boys and girls how 
they play. In building houses sand in straight lines represents the 



